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Holiness within families 

Family members who strive to follow God's command for holiness make God's 
values their values. When a lawyer asked Jesus about the greatest 
commandment of the law, He responded, " 'You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.' This is the first 
and great commandment. And the second is like it: 'You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.' On these two commandments hang all the Law and the 
Prophets" (Matthew 22:37-40). 

These commandments embody respect for God and our fellowman. They 
include a focus that is outward, away from self. Instead of a preoccupation 
with oneself, God's way is inclusive. When we live holy lives, we are 
concerned about God and other people as well as ourselves. The foundational 
principle of holiness runs throughout many biblical instructions for families. 

God's instruction that a husband and wife are to love and respect each other 
(Ephesians 5:21-33) for a lifetime (Matthew 19:9; 1 Corinthians 7:10, 13) is 
the ideal for couples and their children. Of course, this is best accomplished 
when both spouses are committed to holiness and its inherent mandate to 
consider others as well as themselves. Paul summarizes this principle when he 
tells us, "Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for 
the interests of others (Philippians 2:4). 

Concern for family members is also reflected in Paul's instruction to fathers to 
avoid provoking their children "lest they become discouraged" (Colossians 
3:21) and for mothers to "bear children, manage the house, give no 
opportunity to the adversary to speak reproachfully" (1 Timothy 5:14). 

The Bible contains much additional instruction on the way people can and 
should conduct their lives. Since God tells us to pursue holiness (Hebrews 
12:14), why not forget about being normal? Be holy instead. 

  

Source: Forget About Being Normal - November/December 1999 Good News 
magazine. 

  

What's New @ ucg.org 

June 26, 2008 
Listen to the audio/video sermon titled Increasing Spiritual Maturity by Clyde 
Kilough.  

June 26, 2008 
Read the latest UCG Commentary on This Week's News that gives a biblical 

 
When Terrorism Ends  

--------------------------------  

 
Weekly commentaries by the United 
Church of God written on world news 
and trends, from a biblical perspective. 
This Week...  

 

California Court Approves Gay 
Marriage—What Does It Mean? 
What's really behind the push for gay 
marriage? Advocates admit that it's 
really to further a homosexual agenda 
to transform society. 

--------------------------------  
Sign up for the World News & 
Prophecy eNews!  

------------------------------- 

Sign up for This is the Way  
e-mail messages!    

 

 
For a Biblical perspective on 
our fast-changing world... 
The Beyond Today TV & radio 
program offers a unique 
perspective on the challenging 
issues of our day. Watch online 
at www.beyondtoday.tv    

www.ucg.org
www.beyondtoday.tv


perspective to today's news! California Court Approves Gay Marriage—What 
Does It Mean?  

June 26, 2008 
Read the new sermon transcript titled "The Book of Life".  

June 26, 2008 
View New Spanish language update.  

June 23, 2008 
This Week: Beyond Today TV & Radio Program -- When Terrorism Ends  

June 23, 2008 
This Week: Good News Online Radio Program -- The Promised Rest   
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