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A Safe Refuge 

 

The Bible describes God's Church as a source of strength, safety and 
refuge for its members. The Bible refers to it as Christ's spiritual body 
(Colossians 1:18, 24). Further, Jesus promised that the onslaughts of 
Satan would not be able to overwhelm God's protection and defenses 
of it. 

However, this does not mean that God's people are immune to 
satanic attacks. Anytime a Christian lowers his spiritual defenses, he 
places himself in grave danger of being subverted and even 
"devoured" by mankind's spiritual enemy, the devil (1 Peter 5:8). But 
if he utilizes the protection God offers, he is able to discern truth 
from error and can successfully withstand the spiritual trials and tests 
Satan instigates (Ephesians 6:10-18).  

In contrast, a person who does not seek the fellowship of God's 
Church denies himself the sheltering bulwark and safety that God 
intends. If he chooses to be alone, such an individual may miss out 
on the protective instruction and reminders that are part of God's 
reason for establishing His Church.  

God knows how spiritually weak and vulnerable we human beings can 
sometimes become, which is why He established a loving 
membership and ordained ministry for the encouragement and 
instruction of His Church. Such assistance is not available if a person 
chooses to worship alone or attends with a group that does not 
attempt to draw its teachings from the Bible.  

Notice how important these aids and supports are, and how God 
placed them in His Church. Titus 1:5-9 and 1 Timothy 3:1-13 outline 
the biblical qualifications for elders and deacons. They are given so 
appropriate leaders can be chosen to take care of the Church. The 
rest of the membership will then benefit from their talents and 
abilities, further strengthening the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12; 
Ephesians 4:11-16). Within the Church, each member is encouraged 
to contribute and do his share in showing godly love for the growth 
and spiritual development of all (Ephesians 4:16).  

In a stable spiritual environment new and inexperienced people, as 
well as longtime members, can find a safe haven for fellowship and 
spiritual growth. God knows that all His called-out ones need the 
protection, care and instruction that only a loving group of dedicated 
people can provide, which is a major reason for His giving us 
guidelines for an organized Church body. Many spiritual benefits are 
inaccessible to those who choose to seek God alone. 

From the March/April 2003 Good News magazine, Should You Attend 
Church? 

 
New Age, Old Hoax  

--------------------------------  

 
Weekly commentaries by the 
United Church of God written on 
world news and trends, from a 
biblical perspective. 
This Week...  

 

Who Will Be the Next Leader 
of the Free World?  
The Bible shows us that at the 
climax of this age—immediately 
before the second coming of 
Jesus Christ—another 
superpower will exist, a modern 
successor to the ancient Roman 
Empire. 

--------------------------------  
Sign up for the World News & 
Prophecy eNews!  

------------------------------- 

Sign up for This is the Way  
e-mail messages!    

 

 
For a Biblical perspective on 
our fast-changing world... 
The Beyond Today TV & radio 
program offers a unique 
perspective on the challenging 
issues of our day. Watch online 
at www.beyondtoday.tv    

www.ucg.org
www.beyondtoday.tv


  

  

What's New @ ucg.org 

June 12, 2008 
Read the latest UCG Commentary on This Week's News that gives a 
biblical perspective to today's news! Who Will Be the Next Leader of 
the Free World?  

June 12, 2008 
Listen to the audio/video sermons titled "The Hope In Me" by Kambani 
Banda and "A Strong Congregation" by Manuel Quijano.  

June 11, 2008 
Read the new sermon transcript titled "Elisha's Miracles-- Lessons 
for Today".  

June 11, 2008 
View New German language update.  

June 9, 2008 
This Week: Beyond Today TV & Radio Program -- New Age, Old Hoax  

June 9, 2008 
This Week: Good News Online Radio Program -- The Four Horsemen of 
the Apocalypse - Part 1   
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